SHARING THE WORD


We have learned that in the act of evangelism one cannot fail if he is true to

teachings of the Scriptures.  You share, God convicts.


We have talked about the five questions that can be used in most any conversation without being offensive that will help us know if God is working in that person’s life or not.


We saw that if your asked a person “If what you are believing is not true, would you want to know that?”, that if the answer is “yes’, then you have permission to continue on with the sharing of the Word.


There is one thing that we must be sure about. God’s Word is POWERFUL, and it will get the job done.  It is recorded in Hebrews 4:12, “The Word of God is living and active.  Sharper than any two edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.”


There are two basic principles that need to be understood here.  The first is found in Romans 10:17, where we read, “Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the preaching of Christ.”  We will see in a few minutes why this verse is so important in the method of sharing the scriptures.


The second principle is found in the example of Jesus’ conversation with a man who was reading the law. (Luke 10:26).  There Jesus asked the man, “How do you read it?


For us, that would be the question, “What does it say to you?”  Notice that Jesus did not start an argument. He was able to discuss the Law (Bible, for us) with without being offensive.


That is an excellent example for us to follow, for it is neither a defense nor an argument.  All we have to do is listen to what our friend is saying. 


In this case, all we have to do is turn the pages and stay out of God’s way so the Holy Spirit can help the listener understand what is being presented. 


CRITICAL POINT! For starters we need to learn several verses that pertain to evangelism. These MUST become a part of you.  They should be so clear and present in your life that they will be as available as your address or telephone number.


That is, there will be no hesitation in stating any of these verses. You share the Word, and God will magnify it to the listener.


These  verses are:  Romans 3:23; Romans 6:23; John 3:3; John 14:6; Romans 10:9-10; Revelation 3:20, and II Corinthians 5:15.


You need to thoroughly memorize these verses.  But you can also print them out and keep them handy in you billfold or your purse.  Memorization is best.  Requires a little effort and study, but will be worth it when God opens the door for you to share with someone.


If you carry a pocket Bible with you, you may be able to show the listener where they are found in the Bible. (Recommended).  ( Be sure these verses are clearly marked and underlined for quick reference.)


Earlier, I mentioned Romans 10:17, “Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the preaching of Christ.”  As often as not, this refers to preaching we hear in church, the sermon.


But in the act of sharing the Word, it takes on a little different approach. As your conversation continues you should come to the place where you use one or some of these scripture verses you have learned. 


After you share a scripture verse, you can open your Bible and let the listener read it aloud for himself. As he reads the verse(s), he is actually hearing the word for himself.


He cannot say that this is your interpretation because he has done the reading and analyzing himself.  The Holy Spirit, not you, is in charge of all the convicting and convincing.


Remember, you are only the person who is turning the pages and you are to stay out of God’s way!


Why do you have him read it out loud?  Because, “Faith comes from hearing…” 

When people read scripture aloud you will be surprised how quickly they become convinced of their need to trust Jesus as Lord and Savior.  “Faith comes by hearing…”


Let me share an example of the script that you may use when the opportunity opens the door to sharing with someone.


This script is simple and doesn’t require a lot of material to memorize.

After you get a “yes” answer to the question, “If what you are believing is wrong, would you want to know?”, it is time to break out the Word, (your Bible), and turn to Romans 3:23.


Hopefully you have highlighted this verse in your Bible so you have no trouble locating it when you want to show it to someone. Give it to the listener and have him read it out loud.


He reads, “All have sinned and come short of the glory of God”



YOU ask, “What does that say to you?”


Listener, “Everyone has sinned.”


At this point you probably don’t have to define sin, which is missing the mark (God’s perfection).  The listener will probably know that sin means having done something wrong.


After the listener has understood Romans 3:23, move him to Romans 6:23.  This is also a crucial verse because many people think that their actions, such as baptism or membership in the church, will get them into heaven.


This verse shows them that gaining heaven is not by works or actions, but it is a gift and a gift cannot be earned, (doing works)


Pointing out this verse in the Bible, let the listener read aloud, “The wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus.” 


YOU: “What does this say to you?” (You are looking for an answer from the listener).


Listener: “The result of sin is death, but God gives life through His Son.”

(Remember that in explaining these verses there may need to be a bit of prompting to be sure the listener is understanding all that he is reading.  Do not be afraid to gently prod the person to be sure there is understanding.)


At this point you need to digress a little and recall Romans 3:23 and use that verse to remind the listener that because of sin (All have sinned), everyone is dead. (Of course, this is a spiritual death). In doing so, the evangelist should direct the listener to John 3:3, and have the listener read that verse aloud…

“I tell you the truth, unless a man is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.”


This verse shows that there is a way to overcome spiritual death.  It is to be reborn by the Spirit of the Lord. 


After being sure that the listener truly understands what is being said in this verse, (Don’t be afraid to stop and talk about what all this means so there is no question left in the listener’s mind about what is intended in this verse), move to the next set of Scripture verses.


There are two verses that are critical at this point in the encounter, John 14:6 and Romans 10:9-10. 


Turn to John 14:6 and have the person read aloud, “I am the way, the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father but by Me.”


This verse opens the door to understanding the pathway to God.  It clearly shows that one must come to God through Jesus.  He is the only way to get into a right relationship with God the Father.


But that begs the question, “How do I get to God through Jesus?”  This leads to the next scripture text that is needed to clarify the pathway.


Take your Bible and turn to Romans 10:9-10, and let the listener read aloud these two verses “If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead you will be saved.  For man believes with his heart and so is justified and confesses with his lips and so is saved.”


You: “What does this say to you?” (You are looking for the answer:  “If I believe in Jesus as the Lord and that God raised Him from the dead I will be saved”).


A note of CAUTION here:  One of the most difficult things for many people to believe is that they can be forgiven.  You may not have knowledge of the lost person’s sins, but you can be sure that most people have particular sins they will be thinking about and considering.


The person may be thinking about adultery, alcoholism, hatred toward a spouse, a bitter heart, living a lie about a past experience or any of a multitude of sins that burden people.


You do your part (sharing the Word), It is through the Word that God will pour out His power.  But be careful here!!  If for some reason the listener doesn’t understand or misunderstands the Scripture, please don’t correct him. Just say, “Read it again”.


From here, after being sure that your friend has understood what it means to confess Jesus as Lord and believe that God raised Him from the dead so as to save a person from the wages of sin, turn to Revelation 3:20 and have him read that passage aloud.


He will read, “Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears My voice and opens the door I will come in and eat with him and he with Me.”


YOU: “What does this say to you?”  The listener should respond, “If I ask Jesus to come into my heart, He will.”


That is the answer you are looking for.  If his answer is not the answer you are looking for, have him read it aloud again.  Note here too, that the listener must understand that opening his heart to ask Jesus to come into his life is his choice.


Jesus is eager to come into our hearts, but will never force the door open.

That leads us to the last question in this encounter as far as sharing the Scriptures goes.  


If the person decides to accept the Lord Jesus as their Savior through a confession of sins and an act of faith trusting Jesus, open you Bible to II Corinthians 5:15 and let him read it aloud.


This will direct the purpose of the conversion experience.  There the reader will read, “And He died for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves, but for Him who died for them and was raised again.” 


Here is the goal of the new believer, that is, to now live for Jesus and His glory.  Now encourage the new believer to go and do as the Lord has directed!


THAT’S IT! You have shared the Gospel! Expect a miracle!
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